Media Contact:

Amanda Leesburg

Leesburg PR

404-842-0040

REEF BALL FOUNDATION HONORED AS 2005 TECH MUSEUM AWARDS LAUREATE

 
Atlanta – November 3, 2005 – Today, The Reef Ball Foundation was named a 2005 Tech Museum Awards Laureate, which honors individuals, for-profit, public and not-for-profit organizations from around the world who are applying technology to profoundly improve the human condition in the areas of environment, economic development, education, equality and health.  The Tech Museum of Innovation, located in San Jose, California, announced 25 Laureates for the prestigious awards program.  

 

The Reef Ball Foundation was named a Laureate for the Intel Environment Award, for developing or using technologies that conserve and protect our planet’s ecosystems.  The Reef Ball Foundation has conducted over 3,500 projects worldwide in 50 countries ranging from the Boy Scouts of America's High Adventure program in Islamorada, Florida to the government of Sarawak's marine sanctuary for sea turtles in Malaysia to an amazing reef restoration project on Maiden Island, Antigua to a tsunami restoration project in Thailand with the government. The Foundation works to restore natural reef systems through preservation, Reef Ball technology, innovative public education opportunities, and community involvement.

 

An esteemed panel of judges considered more than 300 applications from 64 countries. The 25 Tech Awards Laureates for 2005 come from Brazil, Canada, Cuba, India, Malaysia, Pakistan, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States. Their work impacts people in 43 countries around the globe. 

“This is a great honor for us because the beauty of the Reef Ball Foundation is the amazing team of volunteers and partners we have around the world and this award is a tribute to them,” said Katherine Kirbo, Executive Director, Reef Ball Foundation.

On November 9, at a black tie Awards Gala, leaders from Silicon Valley, the United Nations, The World Bank and other program partners will join together to honor all 25 Laureates and five will share a $250,000 cash honorarium.

 

“The Tech Museum Awards were founded to shine a spotlight on the innovative work of those who dedicate their lives to using technology to help others,” said The Tech’s President Meredith Taylor. “By celebrating the accomplishments of our Laureates, we can encourage others to become social entrepreneurs who leverage technology to make the world safer, healthier, and more equitable.” The concept for The Tech Museum Awards and its five categories was inspired in part by The State of the Future report of The Millennium Project of the American Council for the United Nations University, which finds that award recognition is an effective way to accelerate scientific breakthroughs and technological applications to improve the human condition. 

 

“One of the most pressing challenges of the new century is to harness the extraordinary force of technological innovation, spread it throughout the world, and make its benefits accessible and meaningful for all humanity…but the true winners of these Awards are the many people who stand to benefit from the innovations the Awards are intended to recognize,” said Kofi A. Annan, Secretary-General, United Nations. 

 

The United Nations Development Programme assists the global outreach of the awards and the American Council for the United Nations University communicates through its international network to disseminate information about the Awards. The Tech is accredited as A Major Group for the World Summit, and effort of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development.

 

For more information on The Reef Ball Foundation, visit http://www.reefball.org

For more information on the awards and Laureates, visit http://www.techawards.org.
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